Lakenheath Fen news July 2018
Hello and welcome to the latest news from a very hot, dry and sunny Lakenheath Fen! We are really
feeling the effects of a hot dry summer. It must be at least eight weeks since we’ve had any
meaningful rainfall, and water levels across the reserve are dropping quite drastically. The reserve is
currently full of fish, and it’s hard not to notice all the tiny fry around the sluices – no wonder grebes
and bitterns are doing well (see breeding birds)! Hopefully the low water levels won’t affect them,
but if this dry weather keeps up for much longer, we could end up losing a lot of fish. We need some
rain!!!
Reserve management
As always, it’s a constant battle with vegetation at this time of year. Even with it being so dry, the
grass keeps growing, paths still need mowing and viewpoints need strimming. We’ve kept on top of
it much better this year though, particularly as we have several very keen volunteers who love
nothing better than heading out either with a brushcutter or the quad and mower and doing a bit of
vegetation bashing! It all looks good now, though if we do get some much needed rain, everything
will take off again!!
It’s not just the visitor trails that need attention though. We’ve also started the annual battle with
ragwort, some of which, despite our best efforts, is still quite dense! We are using a combination of
spot spraying rosettes in early spring and pulling mature flowering plants now. Hopefully we’ll see a
reduction in the yellow menace next year!
Our dedicated photography station, mentioned in the last newsletter, is finally finished! It is being
well used by keen photographers, but still causes a bit of confusion for some non-photographers
who wonder why the seats are so low and un-movable!
Other tasks have involved replacing and installing some new benches, improving kids activities
around Brandon Fen, and lots of fencing.
Breeding birds – Cranes – It has been a bit of a mixed year for cranes. One pair have nested and
have fledged one chick. However, they also have a second chick, which is quite a bit smaller than its
sibling and still not on the wing. We’re not quite sure why this has happened or what the outcome
will be, but currently the family is still sticking together, so watch this space!!
Bitterns – It has definitely been a
bumper year for bitterns here, with
ten boomers and at least six nests,
most of which have now fledged.
One nest was conveniently quite
close to Mere hide, and the two
youngsters have been entertaining
visitors to the hide for the last few
weeks (see photo!)!
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Marsh harriers don’t seem to be having a great year, with only six or seven successful nests. Those
that have nested though have had good productivity, with three or four juveniles fledging per nest
so far. Final fledging tally is yet to be reported! Grebes are having a really good year, with at least
four pairs of little grebe and eleven pairs of great crested grebes.
Other good birds! – The reed cut area in New Fen North attracted a nice flurry of waders in May,
including up to nine black-tailed godwits, five avocets, several pairs of redshank, greenshank, wood
sandpiper, oystercatcher, two dunlin, turnstone, and common sandpiper. With water levels on the
river dropping and a nice muddy edge developing on the washland, most of the wader activity was
to be seen up there during June and July. Up to 65 black-tailed godwits, 32 little egrets, 7 green
sandpipers, 1 wood sandpiper, 2 whimbrel, and 5 avocets were recorded towards the end of July.
Eight back terns passed through on 24 May.
Peak hobby count in mid May was 62. Red Kite, honey buzzard,
peregrine and osprey were all recorded on various dates in
May/June.
Other wildlife – Norfolk hawker was recorded on the reserve in
June, only the second record for the reserve. A mole caused
great excitement one Sunday as it had found its way into the
disabled toilet. Daubenton’s bat has been seen a few times in
June over the visitor centre pool. Two wasp spiders were found
on grazing marsh at the western end of the site towards the end
of July. We’ve been getting a handful of records of these
stunning spiders for the past few years, so hopefully they’ll
continue to increase and spread.
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Events
Bat night
Sat 1 Sept
7pm – 9.15pm
Adults £10, Children £5 (non-members), Adults £8, Children £4 (members)
Autumn star-gazing
Wed 10 Oct
6pm - late
Adults £10, Children £5 (non-members), Adults £8, Children £4 (members)
(Suitable for children aged 8 and above.)
Race for Wildlife
Sun 14 Oct
11am
Adults £12, Children under 16 £6. Please register in advance via www.wegottickets.com/lakenheath
For more information about these events and other events at Lakenheath Fen, please look on the
website at www.rspb.org.uk/reserves-and-events/reserves-a-z/lakenheath-fen/ , email us at
lakenheath@rspb.org.uk or phone the office on 01842 863400.
Hope to see you on the reserve soon!
Cheers,
Katherine (Warden) 26/7/18

